
 

 

 

ANOTHER STAR MAZDA GRADUATE MAKES IT TO INDYCAR – JAMES HINCHCLIFFE (CLASS  

OF '05) JOINS NEWMAN/HAAS FOR NORTH AMERICAN RACES INCLUDING THE INDY 500 

 

Newman/Haas Racing (NHR) announced today that Canadian James Hinchcliffe – a graduate of 

the 2005 Star Mazda Championship presented by Goodyear --  will 

drive for the team in the North American events of the 2011 IZOD 

IndyCar Series season including his debut in the 100th Anniversary 

Indianapolis 500 and events in his hometown of Toronto as well as 

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada.   

Hinchcliffe is joining an IndyCar starting grid already well-populated 

with Star Mazda Graduates; he was part of the stellar class of 2005 

that also included Graham Rahal, Marco Andretti and 2005 champions 

Raphael Matos.  Hinchcliffe finished 3rd in the 2005 Star Mazda 

Championship battle with three wins, three poles and nine top-5 

finishes. 

Mr. Eric Sprott and Sprott Inc., a leading independent asset manager based in Toronto, will be 

the primary sponsor of Hinchcliffe’s Newman Haas IndyCar entry. 

“Finally making my IndyCar debut really is a dream come true and the end of a 15-year journey 

getting me to this point,” said James Hinchcliffe, 24, who will make his series debut at this 

weekend’s Honda Indy Grand Prix of Alabama in Birmingham, Ala. “Having the support from a 

prominent Canadian company as I start this next step in my career is extra special.  I can't thank 

Eric Sprott and Sprott Inc. enough for their commitment and I'm sure we can do Canadian sport 

proud!” 

Sprott Inc., founded by Eric Sprott, currently operates through four business units: Sprott Asset 

Management L.P., Sprott Private Wealth L.P., Sprott Consulting L.P. and Sprott U.S. Holdings 

Inc.  It is their first sponsorship in the IZOD IndyCar Series.  

“As a Canadian-based company it’s naturally exciting to support one of Canada’s next 

generation motorsport talents,” said Eric Sprott.  “James (Hinchcliffe) has an excellent pedigree 

and we’re confident that his record of success will continue in the IndyCar Series.  Everyone at 

Sprott Inc. shares the competitive spirit and drive of both Newman/Haas Racing and James.” 

Toronto native Hinchcliffe finished second in the 2010 Firestone Indy Lights season standings 

after wins in Long Beach, Edmonton and Chicagoland and poles in St. Petersburg, Long Beach, 

Watkins Glen and Edmonton.  In total he earned eight podium finishes in 13 races.  Hinchcliffe  



 

 

 

progressed through the ranks of the Rotax (2002), F2000 (2003), Formula BMW (2004), Star 

Mazda (2005), and Atlantic series (2006-2008) before joining the Firestone Indy Lights series in 

2009.  He also competed in a season of A1GP competition (2007).  Hinchcliffe completed four 

successful days of testing in Sebring, Fla. in December 2010 and January 2011 and two days at 

Barber Motorsports Park in March where he set the seventh fastest time overall.  

 “We are pleased to add James to 

our team,” said Carl Haas, 

founder of Newman/Haas Racing.  

“He impressed us with how 

quickly he acclimated himself to 

the demands of driving an Indy 

car last December and showed he 

is more than talented enough to 

compete at this level since then.  

In our previous 28 seasons, only 

three rookies have driven for the 

team and those were Nigel (Mansell; reigning Formula One champion), Sebastien (Bourdais; 

reigning F3000 champion) and Graham (Rahal), and all made their mark.  Canada has produced 

many great drivers and we are looking forward to partnering with Sprott Inc., to help James 

make his own mark.” 

“I used to think that driving for Newman/Haas Racing at some point in my career would be 

amazing, but to get to do it in my rookie season is beyond words,” added Hinchcliffe.  “I am 

only the third true rookie to drive for the team and I think that says a lot about the relationship 

we have forged over the last few months.  It was tough to miss Round 1, but getting to debut in 

Barber makes me feel really comfortable since we have already tested there. As anxious as I am 

to get that first race under my belt, I am already looking forward to my first month of May and, 

of course, the races in Canada.  I hope this is the first of many years for me at this level and I'm 

going to give everything I've got to make the Canadian fans proud!” 

The Honda Indy Grand Prix of Alabama, Round 2 in the 2011 IZOD IndyCar Series will take place 

April 8-10 at Barber Motorsports Park (BMP).  NHR set the fifth and seventh fastest times at the 

open test at BMP March 14-15 with Oriol Servia, driver of the Telemundo entry, and Hinchcliffe, 

respectively.   

 



 

 

About Sprott Inc: 

Sprott Inc. is a leading independent asset manager dedicated to achieving superior returns for 

its clients over the long term. The company currently operates through four business units: 

Sprott Asset Management LP, Sprott Private Wealth LP, Sprott 

Consulting LP and Sprott U.S. Holdings Inc. Sprott Asset Management 

is the investment manager of the Sprott family of mutual funds and 

hedge funds and discretionary managed accounts; Sprott Private 

Wealth provides wealth management services to high net worth 

individuals; and Sprott Consulting provides active management 

services to public and private companies and partnerships, including 

Sprott Resource Corp. (TSX: SCP) and Sprott Resource Lending Corp. (TSX: SIL) (NYSE 

AMEX:SILU) and Sprott Power Corp. (TSX: SPZ). Sprott U.S. Holdings Inc. provides specialized 

brokerage and asset management services. Sprott Inc. is headquartered in Toronto, Canada, 

and is listed on the Toronto Stock Exchange under the symbol "SII". For more information on 

Sprott Inc., please visit www.sprottinc.com  

About Star Mazda Championship presented by Goodyear 

For 2011, the Star Mazda Championship presented by Goodyear will be a major part of the 

Mazda Road to Indy and will feature a 10-weekend, 11-race schedule, all on major race 

weekends and most with IndyCar.  Two weekends are with the American Le Mans series, and 

one is a double-header with Indy Lights.  Rising stars from around the world will be watched by 

more than a million fans as they compete for prizes valued at $1.5 million, including a 

scholarship to move up and race in the 2012 Firestone Indy Lights series.  Drivers 16 and older 

are welcome to compete and the Star Mazda Championship also features the Expert Series for 

drivers 30 and older. The Star Mazda Championship features standing starts, wheel-to-wheel 

racing at 160 mph and budgets a fraction of other top open-wheel ladder series. For more 

information on the Star Mazda Championship please visit www.starmazda.com. 

______________________________ 

For more information on the Star Mazda Championship and its drivers, as well as the Mazda 

Motorsports ladder system, please visit www.starmazda.com and www.mazdausa.com.  For 

information, interviews and photos, please contact Star Mazda Communications Director Peter 

Frey at (818) 398-5733 or StarMazdaPR@aol.com. 

Twitter:  http://www.twitter.com/starmazdaseries 

Facebook:  http://www.facebook.com/starmazdaseries 
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